16 February 2021

ZEDRA continues UK expansion with acquisition of
Inside Pensions Ltd



Acquisition diversifies ZEDRA’s service offering and strengthens its
presence in the pension services space

Follows purchase of Fitzgerald & Law, London’s leading global expansion
specialists

London, UK, ZEDRA, the fast-growing global specialist in Active Wealth, Global Expansion and Fund
Services, today announces the acquisition of Inside Pensions, the UK’s leading independent
occupational pension scheme governance support provider. The transaction is in line with the firm’s aim
to diversify its service offering and expand its presence in the pension services space.
Established in 2008, Inside Pensions provides a dedicated and experienced resource to assist trustee
boards of pension trusts to run their schemes efficiently and effectively by ensuring compliant board
administration and best practice governance. The firm has a portfolio of blue-chip clients and operates
from St. Albans, Hertfordshire.
With pension regulations becoming increasingly difficult to navigate for those without specific industry
and regulatory knowledge, ZEDRA believes that the outsourced solution offered by Inside Pensions is
attractive to any board of trustees. It allows trustees to focus on their strategic responsibilities whilst
remaining assured that their schemes follow best practices in governance and meet
regulatory requirements. The Inside Pensions' team brings a wealth of new experience and highlevel expertise to ZEDRA’s dedicated team in Guernsey, that offers global clients employee
benefits, pensions and associated administrative services.
The acquisition will increase ZEDRA’s presence in the UK market with a further 39 staff and follows the
acquisition of Fitzgerald & Law in September last year which increased its headcount by 70. ZEDRA is
further operating out of Manchester with its leading estate planning offering, provided by an additional 72
members of staff. Inside Pensions’ specialist staff have built long term relationships with a wide range of
companies and boards of trustees.

Ivo Hemelraad, ZEDRA Chief Executive Officer, commented, “We are delighted to further boost our
presence in the UK by welcoming the employees and clients of Inside Pensions to ZEDRA. Inside Pensions
has a strong reputation and a leading position in the outsourced pension trustee executive services market,
which has significant barriers to entry. The unrivalled expertise and experience of the Inside Pensions team
will considerably extend the level of support we can offer to our clients in the pension services space both in
the UK and in other jurisdictions.”
Rita Powell, Chairman and Founder at Inside Pensions, commented: “Inside Pensions was born out of a
market need for independent, professional support for pension trustees, separate from the sponsor, other
advisors and service providers to ensure that there was no conflict of interest. The company’s independence
enables it to work with and suggest a range of other consulting services, including actuarial, legal and
investment advisory. It has grown from a boutique business to the UK’s leading independent pensions
executive support provider for UK occupational pension schemes. Being part of ZEDRA will enable Inside
Pensions to continue to focus on excellent client service and offer a wider range of services to our clients.”
Rachael Fortescue, Co-Managing Director at Inside Pensions, said: “We are thrilled to join ZEDRA with
its established global network and client base and we look forward to becoming a part of the group as it
continues to grow and expand its service offering. We are confident that our long-standing industry
experience is a perfect fit with ZEDRA’s inherited wealth of knowledge of the role of trustees and
its related challenges. It also builds on ZEDRA’s existing international employee benefits portfolio
and pension plans offering.”
Andrew Jeffs, Partner & Head of Business Services for Cavendish Corporate Finance,
commented: “We are very pleased to have advised the shareholders of Inside Pensions on this
transaction. Rita, Rachael and Ryan have built the business since 2008 with a long term view of
always doing the right thing by their clients and staff. It was vital to find the right partner to help the
firm with its next stage of growth and in ZEDRA I believe we have found a company that shares
the same values and vision, as well as one that can realize the global potential of Inside Pensions
given its international reach.”
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About ZEDRA
ZEDRA is a global provider of Active Wealth, Global Expansion and Fund Services. The firm’s highly
experienced teams deliver tailored high-quality solutions to clients who include high net worth individuals
and their families seeking diversified active wealth solutions, as well as, medium to large sized
companies, asset managers and their investors.
ZEDRA’s full range of services are designed to preserve and protect the real value of its clients’ assets
and the firm’s entrepreneurial outlook helps and supports clients in unlocking their ambitions for growth
and expansion, no matter how complex their challenges might be.
The firm prides itself on getting to know its clients so that it can anticipate their continually evolving needs
and allow them to focus on their core business and broader interests. ZEDRA’s global footprint enables
it to deliver bespoke solutions that meet the local and international requirements of the increasingly
demanding regulatory environment.
ZEDRA inherited a wealth of knowledge and experience following its acquisition of trust businesses of
a renowned bank in 2016. This solid foundation combined with innovative thinking has allowed ZEDRA
to grow rapidly in a competitive marketplace to a team of 585 industry experts across 15 countries
spanning Asia, Oceania, the Americas and Europe. www.zedra.com

About Inside Pensions
Inside Pensions was established in 2008 to provide trustee executive services for UK pension
schemes; it has our total focus.
Over the last 12 years, we have developed strong relationships with the trustee boards and
sponsoring employers of a broad range of defined benefit and defined contribution schemes in
the UK.
We believe that developing collaborative partnerships with trustees, sponsors, advisors and all
key stakeholders delivers an effective and efficient service to trustees which supports them in
meeting their objectives.

Our team of 39 consists of a range of experienced, professionally qualified colleagues, including
former in-house pension managers, as well as pension, actuarial, investment, legal,
administration, PRINCE2 project management and member engagement specialists who have
worked in major consultancies.
Inside Pensions was awarded BSI ISO 9001:2015 certification in July 2016 and has been
successfully audited each year thereafter, with the most recent certification in April 2020. This
provides an independent assessment of the quality of our processes, systems and team, and
demonstrates the existence of strong corporate governance and an ethos of continuous
improvement.
We embrace diversity and flexibility, empowering the team to deliver, and to meet and exceed
expectations.

